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As we have said in previous newsletters and meetings, we are one of the practices involved in the South West Healthy Livestock Initiative (SWHLI).  There is 5.2 million pound available for:





Dairy producers in the south west to tackle Johne’s, BVD, mastitis and lameness.





Beef producers in the south west to tackle Johne’s BVD and respiratory diseases.





Sheep producers in the south west to tackle anthelmintic resistance and nutritional problems.





The money is from top slice modulation topped up with the public purse and for this reason is being administered by the Duchy college as it is considered public money.  It is anticipated that the project will last about 2.5 to 3 years depending on spending, with the objective of reducing the above priority diseases in south west livestock.  In broad terms, whatever project(s) you decide to follow, 70% of the cost will be granted and 30% of the cost must come from the private sector.  We have secured some pharmaceutical company funds for you, however, in order to comply with the Duchy’s audit trail so that they know which producers are taking part, Duchy will ask for a contribution, as will be explained in the meetings that we hold for each disease, this is only a trivial amount for auditing purposes!!!





We have held a Johne’s meeting and already have people enrolled on the Johne’s project.  We will do the Johne’s meeting again for the beef producers whom are interested.





We are going to start the Lameness project rolling next and this will be the subject of our next meeting on the 2nd of December PTO.....
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Hope everyone is benefiting from the mild time of year and lets hope the winter is shorter at the other end aswell.  The NADIS parasite forecast this year would suggest a low prevalence of fluke due to the dry summer, however, we still recommend housing treatments for youngstock of a flukicide (effective against all stages) and an ivermectin approx. 1 month after housing.  Adult dairy cows should be routinely fluked at dry off and sheep may require more than 1 flukicide treatment in the Autumn/ early winter.  It is important to alternate the class of flukicide that you use as well as the class of wormer.  We will be talking about worms, worming strategies and reducing your reliance on anthelmintics throughout the winter.  For the first time we are going to run separate meetings for dairy cattle, beef cattle and sheep, which brings me on to my next point.....
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Evening meeting: Thursday 2nd of December: Lameness in the dairy herd.  Our Speaker will be Jim Willshire from Endell Veterinary Group. We will talk you through the SWHLI lameness project aswell.





Evening meeting: January 17th the Dairy Co. Mastitis control plan. Speaker from Dairy Co.





Evening meeting: January 25th For beef farmers:  Johne’s, BVD and The South West Healthy Livestock Initiative, what’s in it for me? 





Evening meeting: February (date TBC):  Speaker is Alistair Macrae with a provisional title of ‘Dry period length’ (we may change to something more topical- let us know what you think!!).





Farm Skills: February (date TBC): Semex A.I. Course 


It would help enormously if you could confirm your attendance a couple of days before each meeting with either Tina or Maria so that we can give you exact start times.  Venue as ever is the Waie Inn at Zeal Monachorum, most meetings will start at 7.30pm.  We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.semex.co.uk/i" ���





The next Semex A.I course will run in February, please let us know if you would be interested in A.I training.  There is currently 50% funding available for these courses.  We will run one day refresher courses throughout next year.
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We are delighted to welcome two new staff to the team.





Donna joined us in September and has bolstered our administrative capacity and is helping us to improve our service to you.





Ruth joins us in November as a full time member of the veterinary staff.  Ruth has several years of farm animal experience and will hopefully help us in our aim to provide the best value for money service and also help us run the SWHLI projects for you. 
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