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We now have farms registered on My Healthy Herd for the Johne’s strand of the Healthy Livestock project.  We will start doing the first phases of the programme this month so that we can start the Johne’s testing as soon as possible.





Lameness will be the subject of our next winter meeting which is on the 17th of January at the Waie Inn.  Jim Willshire, a lameness expert, will be our speaker.  We will also explain a bit more about the lameness strand of the project at this meeting.





We have started doing the Dairy Co. Mastitis control plans already, all those interested, just spare us a couple of hours and we can start it with you.





The BVD strand we will introduce in February along with the respiratory disease strand.
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All the very best for 2011!  Hopefully we can look forward to Spring and with any luck no more snow.  One of our new year resolutions at St Boniface is to increase the detail of our records and also to help our clients keep better records.  We have paper based sheets for those that don’t have a recording programme.  The reason for this resolution is that a well known farmer in the political world recently attended a veterinary congress.... when asked for feed back he replied that he was disappointed;  The reasons he gave were that he didn’t care how his vets fixed his cows LDA’s or how they selected his dry cow tubes, he wanted to know how they could help prevent LDA’s and mastitis in the first place.  If we had the answer to these questions, I wouldn’t be writing this!!!!  However, we are constantly looking for answers, but we can’t do it without records.  We will hopefully get around people on an individual basis to talk about this.
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Evening meeting: Monday 17th of January: Lameness in the dairy herd.  Our Speaker will be Jim Willshire from Endell Veterinary Group. We will talk you through the SWHLI lameness project aswell.





Evening meeting: January 25th A MEETING FOR BEEF FARMERS: JOHNE’S IN THE BEEF HERD. Speaker: St Boniface.





Evening meeting: February 24th Biosecurity and BVD.  Guest Speaker 





Evening meeting: March (date TBC): Pneumonia control and shed ventilation. Speaker: St Boniface.





Farm Skills: February 21st  Semex A.I. Course 


It would help enormously if you could confirm your attendance a couple of days before each meeting with either Tina or Maria so that we can give you exact start times.  Venue as ever is the Waie Inn at Zeal Monachorum, most meetings will start at 7.30pm.  We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.





�














� HYPERLINK "http://www.semex.co.uk/i" ���





The next Semex A.I course will run on the  21st  of February, please let us know if you would be interested in A.I training.  There is currently 50% funding available for these courses.  We will run one day refresher courses throughout the year.
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St Boniface Veterinary Clinic


47 Mill Street


Crediton


Devon


EX17 3AA


Tel: 01363 772860                         Fax: 01363 775436


www.stbonifacevets.co.uk



































We did a meeting on colostrum last Autumn and talked about measuring colostrum quality and creating a bank of frozen good quality colostrum to give to heifer calves and also to keep back as an emergency.  





Colostrum testers are incredibly useful and if you record some qualities for us, we will provide you a tester at half price.





Give us a call and we can organise some recording sheets and a tester for you.
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These little devices are umbilical cord clamps, available from the XL vets livestock catalogue for the princely sum of £16.99 for a pack of 100.  These little clips will improve your calf health.  Dave Munday used them during last Autumns calving season and has had little or no problems with calf mortality.  They are no substitute for good hygiene and husbandry (we would recommend iodine dipping aswell), but if you apply a clamp, you block the bugs way in to the calf!!!
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