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Following the success of the first Farm skills course in Dairy fertility, we will be running another course in January on fresh cow and calf care.  Topics to be covered include:


Stages of pregnancy


Care of the periparturient cow


Decisions to be made when calving


Care of the newborn calf


Measuring colostrum quality and ensuring successful uptake of colostrum antibodies





David Renney an eminent bovine vet will be talking about fresh cow care and how to avoid milk fevers and LDA’s.  There will be a practical workshop on using an Agger’s pump in cows and on stomach tubing new born calves. 





Price is £50 (+VAT) for the day, including lunch and refreshments.  If you would like to book a place, give the practice a call.  (Numbers are limited to ensure good hands on experience).




















Embryo flushing, freezing and implantation. – the first 5 cows have been flushed with success. Repeat breeder success rate currently 80%





Mastitis bacteriology: We can now culture mastitis samples in house.  The advantages are that you will get an answer within 24/48 hrs depending on the bacteria that grows.  This will enable you to better target treatments and we can also give you advice on the best antibiotic to use when we report the result to you. 


Cost: 


£5 per sample for less than 6 samples.


£4 per sample for more than 6 samples.


Samples must be sterile!  Clean the teat with surgical spirit, strip, clean with spirit again, strip, clean the teat orifice and then strip into a sterile sample pot.  If you hold the pot as near to the horizontal as possible, you will minimise the chances of contamination.  Clean gloves are a necessity!
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Compliments of the season to everyone, many thanks for your support throughout the last year and we look forward to a prosperous 2010 with you.  At this point I thought I would draw your attention to our dates for diary section over the page… we have some expert speakers lined up for our winter meetings and it would be fantastic to see as many of you as possible.  Some of the meetings should be relevant to beef and dairy farmers.


 Best Wishes for the New Year


From all at St Boniface.








               





 


� EMBED PBrush  ���





Is a similar class of drug to excenel, it has zero milk withdrawal and a nine day meat withdrawal as long as it is administered at the base of the ear (i.e not in edible tissue).  Only a single injection is required at 1 ml per 30kg.
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Farm Skills day (January the 20th), ‘Fresh cow and calf care’.


 


Evening meeting: Tuesday January 26th:  Aspects of Mastitis and Dairy Co. mastitis plan (guest speaker Andrew Bradley.)





Evening meeting: February 25th:  Nutrition (guest speaker Alistair Macrae from Edinburgh)





Farm Skills day (Early March), ‘Lameness in the dairy herd and functional foot trimming’





Evening meeting March 25th: Rumen physiology (guest speaker David Renney from Selekt)





April (date TBC): Protecting stock at pasture.





May (date TBC): Cow signals.





It would help enormously if you could confirm your attendance a couple of days before each meeting with either Tina or Maria so that we can give you exact start times.  Venue as ever is the Waie Inn at Zeal Monachorum, most meetings will start at 7.30pm.





We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.





 








Nutrition Clinics


Total vet recording software


Dairy Co. Mastitis plan


(More about these in future Newsletters)


























�


St Boniface Veterinary Clinic


47 Mill Street


Crediton


Devon


EX17 3AA





Tel: 01363 772860


Fax: 01363 775436





www.stbonifacevets.co.uk





























[image: image12.png]


                                                             [image: image6.png]    


_1315662805.bin

